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Welcome to Lichfi eld
Today we welcome all those associated with 

Lichfi eld RUFC to Glasshouse Lane for this very big top 
of the table Midlands 1 west league clash – a game 
vital to both. This is Lichfi eld’s fi rst visit to Kenilworth 
since the 13/14 season when they won both games, 
14-50 & 7-74. They were promoted to level 5 (Midlands 
Premier) that year winning 24 of their 26 games. We 
fi nished 9th (of 14). Lichfi eld then stayed at level 5 till 
the 18/19 season when they were relegated back to 
level 6 and this league, Midlands 1 west.

This season Lichfi eld are going very well, after a 
shaky start when they lost their two opening games 
(Old Halesonians at home and Stoke away). In their 
next seventeen games they have only lost two (Dudley 
K at home and Newbold away). In our earlier game in 
November we simply did not turn up and were lucky 
to only lose 0-29, notably to knock us off the top spot. 
Two weeks ago Lichfi eld’s big clash with Hereford was 
postponed and their last outing was the 8th Feb when 
they defeated (the then leaders) Dudley K, 20-17, with 
a last minute penalty to go top of the league, pre Storm 
Dennis. In their nineteen games they have scored 683 
points and conceded 341. They have gained 14 try 
bonus points and two losing bonus points and it is 
these crucially won bonus points that put them ahead 
of Dudley K (by one) and ourselves (by four) at the top 
of the league, each of us winning 15 and losing 4, at 

the end of the 8th Feb fi xtures. 
In the re-arranged league fi xtures last week, post 

Storm Dennis, only Kenilworth of the top three played 
and the bonus point win we achieved at Kidderminster 
saw us take over the lead from Lichfi eld and Dudley K, 
having played one game more. 

The Lichfi eld Head Coach/Director of Rugby is 
Dan Hemingway who enjoyed a playing career with 
Yorkshire Carnegie, Nottingham and Leicester Tigers. 
However a shattered patella during his second season 
at Leeds led to Dan being forced to retire from playing 
in 2013 and he now runs a successful rugby coaching 
consultancy in conjunction with his duties at Lichfi eld. 
The captain is open side fl anker Charlie Milner.

TODAY’S  LUNCH
This is the second of our Former Players Lunches 

and we welcome back our many ex players for this 
very big league game that will go some way to defi ning 
our season. Our Former Players will be delighted to 
hear that after years of ‘maybe’ our ground move is 
becoming a reality and that back in December we 
presented our outline plans for our new ground to the 
membership. It was very well received. The planned 
opening of our new ground is now August 2022 and 
the presentation given to the club (with plans) is on our 
web site (www.kenilworthrugby/news). Enjoy reading 
it, it is all very exciting!

Mikkel Andresen, his 50th try and a rest!
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THIS WEEK’S OTHER FIXTURES
February 28th 2020

Worcester  v  Kidderminster
February 29th 2020

Droitwich  v  Old Halesonians
Dudley Kingswinford  v  Newbold on Avon
Hereford  v  Ludlow
Kenilworth  v  Lichfi eld
Sutton Coldfi eld  v  Stourbridge Lions
Whitchurch  v  Stoke on Trent

You can fi nd out the results of all these games, as 
well as fi xtures and the updated Mids 1 west league 
table ,by going to the home page of the web site (www.
kenilworthrugby.co.uk) and clicking on League Tables. 
This takes you to a page with a link to the RFU site 
for the Men (Mids 1 west). There are also links to the 
Men’s 2nd XV, Women’s and Colt’s leagues.

MIDLANDS 1 West
Team P W D L PF PA Pts
Kenilworth 20 16 0 4 555 329 77
Lichfi eld 19 15 0 4 683 341 76
Dudley Kingswinford 19 15 0 4 697 234 75
Hereford 18 13 0 5 410 250 61
Whitchurch 19 11 1 7 491 355 58
Ludlow 19 10 1 8 540 424 54
Stoke on Trent 19 12 0 7 424 473 53
Newbold on Avon 19 9 2 8 398 375 50
Worcester 20 7 1 12 419 491 40
Stourbridge Lions 20 7 0 13 403 510 35
Sutton Coldfi eld 19 6 0 13 357 522 33
Old Halesonians 20 5 1 14 333 537 31
Droitwich 19 5 0 14 313 594 29
Kidderminster 20 1 0 19 266 854 8

Please note that you can now access the results and league tables for our 
First XV, Colts, 2nd XV and Ladies from the home page of the web site.

 MIDLANDS 1 West 
It is certainly all to play for, and with Hereford’s 

defeat in their game last week at Stoke, it is surely 
between current leaders Kenilworth, Lichfi eld and 
Dudley K for the title (and promotion) and the runners 
up spot (for the play off). Today’s game with Lichfi eld is 
therefore crucial for both sides, although not terminal, 
with many interesting fi xtures yet to be played.  At 
the foot Kidderminster are doomed to relegation with 
Droitwich, Old Halesonians, Sutton Coldfield and 
Stourbridge Lions all in danger of joining them.  

Above us in level 5 (Midlands Premier) Bournville 
suffered their fi rst defeat in mid week v Newport but 
they still have a very healthy 21 point advantage over 
Sheffi eld and Newport. At the foot Peterborough Lions 
are stranded. Kettering are also in danger. Broadstreet, 
with games in hand, have recently had a couple of good 
wins and are slowly easing their relegation worries.  

The local feeder league to Mids 1 west (Mids 2 
west south) sees Stratford at the top but being chased 
by Nuneaton Old Eds, Malvern and Barkers Butts, all 
with games in hand.

KENILWORTH WOMEN
Our Women also have all to play for in their league 

and how they must rue a late home defeat to Bury 
Foxes a few weeks back (and a few others). They were 
leading 19-5 but Foxes pulled it back to 19-17 and then 

scored a dramatic late try to win the game. Kenilworth’s 
try scorers were Katie Pittaway and Becky Hill. Last 
week however they came roaring back with a superb 
8-5 win away at Birmingham Moseley who had been 
on a long winning streak. This win puts the girls back 
in 2nd spot in the league, two points behind the leaders 
Buckingham Swans with two games remaining. One 
of these games is at home tomorrow (1st Mar) against 
Wymondham Wasps. Leaders Swans play Birmingham 
Moseley at home. The fi nal set of fi xtures on the 15th 
March see Kenilworth travel to West Bridgford whilst 
Swans are at Wymondham. 

Sandwiched between these league games there 
was the twice postponed RFU Plate game at Crewe 
& Nantwich. This resulted in a 36-7 win to set up a 
quarter fi nal away at Darlington on the 8th March.

NEXT FEW WEEKS
Next week (7th March) we have a tricky fi xture 

away at Ludlow (who are unbeaten at home) and 
they play at The Linney, Ludlow, SY8 1EE. We have a 
week off on the 14th and return home for a game with 
Newbold on the 21st March.

NEW SIGNING
We now have a second Danish Internationalist 

and we are delighted to announce the signing of 26 
yr old Victor Hounou who has moved into the area. 
Victor is a winger/full back/scrum half and we are 
delighted to have him on board. He made his debut at 
Kidderminster last week.

KENILWORTH BEER FESTIVAL, 
23rd to 26th APRIL 2020

At the end of April we are planning a Beer Festival 
and this will take place at our Rocky Lane site and 
will include:

23rd April – Launch Night
24th April – Comedy Night
25th April – Band Night
26th April – Family Fun Day
A Beer Festival will run for the duration of the four 

days. More detailed info will be released in due course.

PLAYER’S MILESTONES
• Captain Bobby Thompson is now on 100 tries from 

his 211 games, his 100th coming at Kidderminster 
last week.

• Mikkel Andresen  has now scored 51 tries in 
120 appearances, his 50th coming in our last home 
game v Hereford.

• I have now been persuaded that Nick Collett has 
indeed achieved 300+ appearances for Kenilworth. 
I am still trying to retrieve the info but Nick made 
his debut in Feb 1999 and my available stats for 
him started in the 00/01 season. 

• Our unbeaten home league and cup record now 
stands at 25 and it will be sorely tested today

Congratulations to all on these achievements.

Sam Morris 
- full back at Kidderminster

It was windy v Hereford.
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Today’s referee: 
George Ounsley
Yorkshire Society

 Lichfi eld
LAST 10 LEAGUE GAMES: WWLWLWWWWW

Myrtle Green

1..............................................................

2..............................................................

3..............................................................

4..............................................................

5..............................................................

6..............................................................

7..............................................................

8..............................................................

9..............................................................

10............................................................

11............................................................

12............................................................

13............................................................

14............................................................

15............................................................

16............................................................

17............................................................

18............................................................

Player Sponsors

To request a quote, arrange a meeting 
or to visit our facilities, please get in touch: 

E: enquiries@emmersonpress.co.uk
T: 01926 854400

www.emmersonpress.co.uk

High quality print
Fast turnaround times
Friendly & professional

service

TEAM NOT AVAILABLE AT TIM
E OF GOING TO PRESS

Player Sponsor

Harry Abell Wright Hassall

Mikkel Andresen KRFC M&J section

Nyle Beckett Matrix SCM

Garrett Bell Jake Marvelly

Will Blackmore 

Rhidian Booth Building Supply Stores

David Bromfi eld Matrix SCM

Connor Burnett Red Lion at Hunningham

Ollie Burman Kingsstanding Events

Jake Byrne Ralph Murray

Tom Clayton 

Will Davies Norton Brown

Chris Dodd 

Jake Dodd KRFC Under 12s

Jamie Dodd  

Josh Fox Bromwich Hardy

Nick Gerber ‘The Dirty Dozen’

Finn Gibson Fitness Worx

Bryn Grantham 

Luke Green 

Ed Hannam Rapport

Sam Harrison Ryetec Industrial Equipment

Myles Hibbs Blundell Protection Equpiment

Will Johnson Digital Owl Marketing

Rhys Jones Smith Jones

Jacob Line Helicentre Aviation

Charlie Morris Make An Informed Decision 

Sam Morris Unifi t Training UK

Tondi Mpambawashe Steve Fisher Construction

Tom Naismith JumpXL

Chris Pemble 

Lloyd Phillips 

Jack Rawlins Danny Rawlins

Gareth Renowden KRFC Under 13s

Player  Sponsor

Dan Retter Protein Partners

Ben Roberts 

Dan Roberts 

Ed Rogers 

Dan Sibley CEF

Jack Scott Dewalt

Ryka Sekhavati Gleeds

Ollie Sharples 

Charlie Stevens Deeley Group

Joe Stickley 

Bobby Thompson Hannam’s Removals

Luke Truslove Jacobean Hotel

Adam Turner 

Simon Tyler Quantamatic

Tim Wilson

To sponsor a player, email Jai Purewal at
jaipurewal@hotmail.com

The Teams for 29th February 2020
Sponsors: Former Players’ Association · Mascots: Members of KRFC M&Js

Kenilworth
LAST 10 LEAGUE GAMES:  WWWLWWWWWW

Blue with Yellow 

1.............................................Jake Dodd

2........................................ Luke Truslove

3............................................Harry Abell

4...........................................Nick Gerber

5.......................................Connor Burnet

6........................................Tom Naismith

7...................................Mikkel Andresen

8............................. Bobby Thompson (C)

9.................................Gareth Renowden

10...........................................Alex Selby

11....................................... Ollie Burman

12..............................Jayde Cruickshank

13..........................................Rhys Jones

14......................................... Sam Morris

15...........................................Garret Bell

17.................................. David Bromfi eld

18......................... Tondi Mpambawashe

19..................................... Victor Hounou
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We now have two Danish 
Rugby Internationalists with 
the signing of Victor Hounou 
– a utility back just in time 
for the league run in!

Our Women are holding 
a Sporting Dinner next 
Wednesday (4th March) with 
ex England Internationalist 
Vicky Macqueen the speaker.

We have thirteen bonus 
points but this is three less 
than Lichfi eld and two less 
than Dudley K. We could 
have been further ahead at 
the top! 

It is now 25 consecutive 
home league and cup games 
that we have won and today 
will be a very big test to keep 
this record intact. 

Six tries at Kidderminster, 
all converted by Jayde 
Cruickshank. He is now 
averaging eleven points per 
game since he arrived.

The last time that Lichfi eld 
visited Glasshouse Lane they 
scored 50 points, but in 1999 
we won and then had a play 
with the Five Nations trophy.

TONIGHT’S LOTTERY NUMBERS

2

4

13

25

42

50

    

KENILWORTH RFC 1ST FIXTURES 2019/2020
Date Opposition For Agst. Pos.
Pre-season friendlies   
10 08 19 Didsbury TOC (h) 43 24 
31 08 19 Bugbrooke (h) 73 19 
02 09 19 Broadstreet (a) 25 19 
League   
07 09 19 Stourbridge Lions (h) 31 7 3rd
14 09 19 Sutton Coldfi eld (a) 45 12 2nd
21 09 19 Whitchurch (h) 36 14 2nd
28 09 19 Droitwich (a) 19 17 3rd
05 10 19 Dudley Kings (h) 26 12 2nd
12 10 19 Hereford (a) 10 17 1st
19 10 19 Worcs Wanderers (h) 28 24 1st
26 10 19 Kidderminster (h) 31 7 1st
02 11 19  
09 11 19 Lichfi eld (a) 0 29 3rd 
16 11 19 Ludlow (h) 25 17 2nd
23 11 19 Newbold (a) 8 15 2nd
30 11 19    3rd
07 12 19 Old Halesonians (h) 48 23 3rd
14 12 19 Stoke on Trent (a) 25 16 2nd
21 12 19 Sutton Coldfi eld (h) 37 7 2nd
28 12 19  
04 01 20 Whitchurch (a) 14 28 3rd
11 01 20 Droitwich (h) 55 14 3rd
18 01 20 Dudley Kings(a) 20 16 3rd
25 01 20   
01 02 20 Hereford (h) 29 20 3rd
08 02 20 Worcs Wanderers (a) 26 19 3rd
15 02 20 Kidderminster (a)  postponed
22 02 20   
29 02 20 Lichfi eld (h) 42 17 1st
07 03 20 Ludlow (a)  
14 03 20   
21 03 20 Newbold (h)  
28 03 20 Old Halesonians (a)  
04 04 20 Stoke on Trent (h)  
11 04 20  
18 04 20 Stourbridge Lions (a)  
Played: 20, Won: 16, Lost: 4, Drawn: 0, 
Pts for: 555, Pts agst: 329 

WHAT’S ON AT KRFC
1st Mar Women v Wymondham Wasps, 2pm

2nd Mar Kenilworth Jazz Club, from 8pm 

4th Mar Speaker Dinner: Vicky Macqueen:  
 info from Caz Spence. 7pm

6th Mar Welsh Night with Tenovus Choir:  
 info from PAG Jones 

7th Mar Men 2nd XV v Stratford, 3pm

7th Mar Colts v Old Leamingtonians, 3pm

7th Mar England v Wales, 4.45pm 

14th Mar Italy v England, 4.45pm

21st Mar Men v Newbold, 3pm

4th Apr Men v Stoke, 3pm

6th Apr Kenilworth Jazz Club, from 8pm 

18th Apr Men 2nd XV v Southam, 3pm

24th Apr Comedy Night ( part of Kenilworth  
 Beer Festival, 23rd to 26th) 

5th Jun KRFC Golf Day: info on web site

www.kenilworthrugby.co.uk

LAST FEW WEEKS
There have been three 1st XV games since the last 

programme and I am glad to advise they have all been 
won, last week’s bonus point win at Kidderminster 
taking us to the top of the table. The important Hereford 
game was dominated by the wind and we raced into 
a 16-0 lead but Hereford came back well and scored 
a converted try just before the break. They then had 
the wind advantage and they used it well. At 19-17 
it could have gone either way but a second Mikkel 
try late on pulled us ahead, consolidated later by a 
Jayde conversion for a big 29-20 win, crucially denying 
Hereford a bonus point. We then travelled to Worcester 
Wanderers and the wind had not eased. Again we 
played with it in the fi rst half and raced into a 14-0 
lead with tries from Tondi Mpambawashe and Connor 
Burnett only for Worcester to come back with two 
tries, leaving the half-time score at 14-12. We played 
well into the wind and with the scores locked at 19-19 
(thanks to another Mikkel Andresen try) it could have 
gone either way but we showed some guts and took 
the game to Worcester. Following a superb run from 
Jack Scott we gained a lineout near their line and Luke 
Truslove drove over for the winning score, 26-19. There 
then came Storm Dennis and the complete Mids 1 west 
programme was wiped out. We were the only team of 

the top three to play last week and our bonus point win 
at Kidderminster saw us take over the leadership. We 
were by no means at our best but we did score some 
very good tries with Jayde Cruickshank bagging two 
and singles for Gaz Renowden, Tom Naismith, Bobby 
Thompson and Sam Harrison.  Jayde had a full house 
of conversions.

The Men’s 2nd XV have only played one game and 
this was a dramatic 33-32 win over Old Laurentian 
with the stars of the show being three Colts making 
their senior debuts - Alfi e Armstrong, Sam Peppitt 
and Ardal Yallop, Sam bagging three tries and four 
conversions. The other try scorers were James Lilley 
and Myles Hibbs. Our 3rd XV/Pirates had an outing 
last weekend and they defeated Rugby Welsh 38-17. 
Man of the match was Mark Bennett who scored three 
tries, not good enough for Dom who promptly gave him 
the Parrot! Other scorers were Jimmy Middleton, Jai 
Purewal & Ian Phillips.

Our Colts have now had three wins on the bounce, 
defeating Pinley in a bad tempered game 22-15 – tries for 
David Opoku Fourjour (2) and Finn Yallop (2): and Rugby 
St Andrews (during Storm Dennis) 36-5 – tries for Sam 
Peppitt (3), Asher Opuko Fourjour (2) and Finn Yallop.

 Jayde Cruickshank: 
six from six last week
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Peacock’s Corner
WHAT’S THE POINT?:  In the Championship 

Newcastle Falcons are virtually a dead cert to win 
promotion this season. It will be the fourth season 
in a row that the relegated team has been promoted 
straight back. This will then become fi ve when Saracens 
inevitably return to the Premiership next season.

If we know who is going to be promoted then is it 
time to just give up on the Championship altogether? 

The success of Exeter Chiefs is a clear example 
of how a team can rise from the Championship to the 
Premiership and thrive, and the Premiership would be 
a poorer place without them. But these days money 
appears to be more important. 

The RFU’s draconian cuts in the Championship 
suggests that Twickenham is now interested in only 
12 clubs that form the Premiership (Premiership Rugby 
Limited – PRL).  The RFU is contracted to pay PRL 
an eyewatering £228 million over eight years.  And 
somehow the professionals who run Twickenham 
achieved an unbelievable £108 million overspend on 
building the new hospitality facilities in the East Stand 
of the stadium. The cuts, according to the RFU, are 
required to balance the books and to refl ect the failure of 
the Championship to deliver a return on the investment.

Do the RFU mandarins really think the game at large 
is going to fall for the argument that the Championship 
is not providing a return on RFU investment.  After such 
a monster windfall in revenue at the 2015 Rugby World 
Cup we have witnessed mismanagement of the game’s 
fi nances and the RFU are suggesting that the rugby 
community pay for those mistakes. 

By planning cuts in funding of 50% in the 
Championship, albeit over two seasons, the great 
burghers of Twickenham are throwing England’s second 
tier, not only under the bus, but also into turmoil and 
establishing economic-ring-fencing to the Premiership.

The £3 million cuts may be a drop in the huge ocean 
of losses incurred at Twickenham but it promises to 
damage a number of Championship clubs and create an 
uncertain future throughout the rugby family. 

Considering that the RFU is the commercial rights 
owner of the Championship, it is astonishing that the 
RFU is not building a strategy that harnesses the interest 
in the game and could provide it with a sustainable 
revenue stream. Instead the RFU has just handed the 
Premiership (and their new venture capitalist partners 

CVC) a clear run at controlling the professional club 
game and, unbelievably, the RFU has given it away 
for nothing..!

The Premiership has been seeking to pull up the 
drawbridge for a while but failed in its attempts to 
implement an end to relegation for the start of this 
season. The Championship clubs will now have to 
operate on signifi cantly lower budgets and, with a 
host of players on long-term contracts, some clubs face 
considerable challenges to stay in business, let alone 
push for promotion.

The Premiership has long been trumpeting its ‘A 
League’ as an alternative second tier for English rugby 
and, armed with £200 million of Danegeld from CVC, it’s 
now fl exing its muscles to secure a monopoly position 
and control professional English club rugby. Perhaps 
there is a strong case for the Championship clubs to 
complain to the Markets and Competition Authority 
about a cartel using their dominant market position to 
put a potential competitor out of business? 

Premiership clubs, and their Academies, are not 
the only pathway to the top level. There is no doubt 
that the Championship has helped both the Premiership 
and England to nurture new skills over the years. Its 
been part of player development, helped coaches to 
progress and let’s not forget, it’s been a nursery ground 
for refereeing.

There’s a salutary lesson for all clubs that money 
should not divert clubs from their principal focus. 
Creating an environment for people of all ages to play 
rugby and go as far as their skills and resources will take 
them. No decisions should be taken for personal gain.

The passion, energy and enthusiasm that clubs 
generate as they succeed in 
their respective leagues creates 
competitive-adrenalin that just 
can’t be recreated in a ‘it-does-
not-matter’ environment. Aspiration 
ensures that players at all levels 
are challenged and tested. Those 
players and clubs that cope will 
progress as far as they want. 
Dreams that can be achieved should 
be at the centre of all sport.  

What’s the point if there is no 
opportunity to dream. Victor Hounou


